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Rotary International

Environmentally friendly clubs preserving future

 Recognizing the need to address 
the growing environmental crisis, Rotary 
International launched its Preserve Planet 
Earth (PPE) focus in 1990.

 This initiative underscored the 
commitment already evident in a wide 
range of Rotary club projects. Many 
clubs are helping solve environmental 
problems by reforesting, establishing 
animal sanctuaries, reducing toxic waste, 
sponsoring educational activities, and 
promoting ecological practices.

 Today, Rotary clubs worldwide 
continue in the pursuit to alleviate poverty 
through sustainable development and 
preserve the environment for future 
generations.
Following is a sampling of what some 
clubs are doing:

 After a late start to South Africa’s 
rainy season, the Rotary Club of Pretoria 
Silverton completed a tree planting 
project at a school situated on barren and 
exposed terrain. Indigenous trees were 
donated and planted by Rotarians through 
Community Service and PPE committees. 
Local children helped in planting the 
trees, which will bring enjoyment to future 
students.

The El Paso Zoo kicks off a new 
educational program to help promote 
environmental initiatives this Earth Day, 22 
April, thanks to a matching grant between 
the Rotary Club of West El Paso, Texas, 
USA, and the Rotary Club of Juarez 
Integra, Chihuahua, Mexico. The grant 
funded the purchase of 15 computers 
that will run interactive games teaching 
the importance of environmental efforts 
such as water conservation, geology, and 
saving endangered species.

 The Rotary Club of Polokwane, 
South Africa, in collaboration with local 
environmental organizations, launched 
an eco-school in Limpopo, South Africa’s 
northernmost province. The program’s 
aim is to provide teachers and students 
with the capacity and skills to make 
informed decisions about their lifestyles, 
livelihoods, and relationships with their 
environment. There are over 700 eco-
schools in South Africa.

 In Colorado, USA, Rotary International 
District 5450’s PPE committee sponsors 
student prizes at the Colorado Science 
and Engineering Fair, supports Earth Day 
programs, provides Rotary clubs with 
environmental project opportunities, and 
presents and annual award to the District 
5450 club that has undertaken the most 
noteworthy project to contribute to PPE 
objectives.
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Fred Chapin presenting Mike Muftic with award 
Photo courtesy Tess Conger
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